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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 



Chris D'Amato 

Friday, March 11, 2011 6:05 PM 

Valerie Levin; LaShaun Lesley 

FW: Prime Minister of Somalia- Follow-Up 

Background re Prime Minister Mohamed's visit to US.docx; Background re TFG reforms and 
PM Mohamed.docx; Prime Minister Mohamed CV.docx 



Importance: 



High 



FARA e-mail contacts 

Original Message 

From: Chris D'Amato 

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:22 PM 

To: Alan Hoffman ( ahof f man(3ovp . eop . gov l 

Subject: FW: Prime Minister of Somalia- Follow-Up 

Importance: High 

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



As discussed, attached please find the some background regarding the Prime Minister and his 
visit to the United States. 

Should any of the Vice President's foreign policy or security advisors have some time to meet 
with Prime Minister Mohamed while he is in DC on Monday or Tuesday of next week, please let 
me know -- we would do whatever was possible to accommodate their schedule. 

Thanks again for your time and consideration. 

Warmest regards, 
Chris 
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Somalia - Establishing long term institutional and political stability 

The current situation in Somalia, while fraught with danger and uncertainty, also 
offers a Significant opportunity for reducing the terrorist threat emanating from 
the country, more effectively fighting piracy plaguing international shipping off its 
coast, and establishing basic democratic institutions and values there. 

The new government of recently appointed Prime Minister Mohamed Abdullahi 
Mohamed has made considerable progress on a number of these challenging 
fronts. The Pnme Minister brings a unique background and skills to his position 
He ,s a member of the Somali Diaspora whose own life has been shaped by the ' 
tragic, protracted war in his native country. After working in various Somali 
diplomatic positions as a young man, Mohamed was forced to leave Somalia by 
the chaos there to seek security and freedom for his family in the United States 

locZd V l gh6r edUMti0n Here " d eSteb ' i5hed 3 m ^<"> *™ "•' 
local and state government. He became a model US Citizen. 

While fully inculcated in American democratic values Mohamed retained a 
devotion to his homeland that led him to return to Somalia in November 2010 to 

o help bu,ld a relatively stable nation state there while also being mindful of the 
evils of terrorism and piracy. 

The questions US policymakers must face are clear: do we want to help a 
government that is sympathetic to US security concerns, that is headed by a PM 
who understands and appreciates American values, who is making progress 
gainst A, Qaeda-linked Al Shabab, and who- has established a Jre JZ ~ 
effective, and honest government in Mogadishu than it has perhaps ever had 
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Washington, D.C. available at the Department of Justice, 
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The Somali PM is committed to meeting US objections to simply extend™ 
the transitional government fnr ann th=r .1, extending 

one year Inter! J GoJZL ^ w meet 6 T' ■ ** ' 

m ea «.i»hi<, 1. u e , nmentthat w,l| meet a clear timetable with 

X^s te:^ 3 ^ t0Ward d6m0CratiC -*« - • — delusive 



The Interim Government will call for a Constituent Assembly bringing 
ogether all the various tribal and politica, elements in the cou t^ 

« :r tion and eiectorai pr ° cess 10 «« " a 

workable parliamentary structure. 

This inclusive and transparent political process will aim to create a 

me current transitional government in August 2011 
i ne new Parliament will be in Dlarp h\/9ni->^ . . 
will appoint a new PM thereafter * 3 ™ Wh ° 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of 
Somalia. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 



Reforms 

In its first 50 days in office, members of the Independent Constitutional Commission were 
appointed to engage Somali constitutional lawyers, religious scholars and experts in Somali 
culture over the nation's upcoming new constitution, a key part of the government's Transitional 
Federal Tasks. 

To improve transparency, Cabinet ministers were required to fully disclose their assets and 
signed a code of ethics. An Anti-Corruption Commission with the power to carry out formal 
investigations and to review government decisions and protocols was established so as to more 
closely monitor all activities by public officials. A budget outlining 201.1 'a federal expenditures 
was also put before and approved by members of parliament, with the payment of civil service 
employees prioritized. In addition, a full audit of government property and vehicles is being put 
into place. 

Personal life 

Mohamed was born in Mogadishu Somalia in 1962, and holds both Somali and American 
citizenship. He is married to Zeinab Moallim, with whom he has four children; two sons and two 
daughters, aged 7 to 19. 

Education 

Mohamed was educated in the United States at the State University of New York at Buffalo In 
1993, he completed a Bachelor's Degree in history. In 2009 he received a Master's Degree in 
Political Science (American Studies). His dissertation was titled: "U.S. Strategic Interest in 
Somalia: From the Cold War Era to the War on Terror." 



TMs material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of 
Somalia. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 



Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed 

On October 14, 2010, Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed was appointed the new Prime Minister of 
Somalia by the country's President. The Somali Parliament overwhelmingly approved 
Mohamed's appointment on October 3 1 , 2010. 297 of the 392 Members of Parliament endorsed 
the selection, 92 MPs voted against, and 3 abstained. 

Political analysts who have weighed in on the selection have generally expressed optimism in 
Mohamed's prospects of fulfilling his duties as Prime Minister in the face of an obstinate 
insurgency in the southern part of the country. Factors cited include Mohamed's background in 
the Somali Diaspora; his lack of political baggage; his diplomatic and administrative experience; 
liis commitment to democratic principles; his relatively young age; and the fresh perspective he 
brings to his office by which he aims to generate greater public support for the government 
among Somalia's beleaguered people. 

United Nations General Ban Ki-Moon personally congratulated Mohamed on his new 
appointment, and commended the Somali leadership for having reached a consensus on 
procedural arrangements that facilitated a transparent and consultative confirmation of the 
Premier. The African Union also welcomed the new Prime Minister and re-affirmed the AU's 
support for the Somali government. 

On November 1, 2010, Mohamed was sworn into office at a ceremony held in the presidential 
residence, Villa Somalia. 

On November 12, 2010, Mohamed named a new Cabinet. He noted that "the Somali people and 
the international community were waiting for a competent and credible. Somali cabinet, and I am 
happy to appoint this lean, capable cabinet." The ministerial positions were significantly reduced 
in number, with only 18 administrative posts versus the previous government's bloated 39 
positions. Only two Ministers from the previous Cabinet were reappointed. The remaining 
ministerial positions were largely assigned to technocrats new to the Somali political arena. 

War on Terror and Piracy 

Since taking office Prime Minister Mohamed has concentrated on building the basic institutions 
of government and "fighting a two-front war against terrorism and piracy." The Al Shabab 
terrorist organization, with its close links to Al Qaeda, has been targeted with greater urgency 
and military effectiveness. In recent weeks, significant progress has been made on the ground in 
Somalia against Al Shabab by the new government and the allied African Union Mission fat 
Somalia (AMISOM) , securing greater government control of the Capital Mogadishu and gaining 
territory on a number of fronts across the country. With almost a thousand newly-trained % 
government troops on the way, set to be augmented by an additional 4000 AMISOM soldier^ ' 
the pace of territorial gains is expected to accelerate. * z 
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Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed 

On October 14 2010 Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed was appointed the new Prime Minister of 

Mohamed's appointment on October 31, 2010. 297 ot tne iw Memoes 
the selection, 92 MPs voted against, and 3 abstained. 

among Somalia' s beleaguered people. 

t Tnit P H Nations General Ban Ki-Moon personally congratulated Mohamed on his new 
app SSTSSS? to Somali leadership for having reached a consensus on 
Social Xgements that facilitated a transparent and consultative ^nfirmaton of he 
PrerntriTrican Union also welcomed the new Prime Minister and re-affirmed the AU s 
support for the Somali government 

On November 1, 2010, Mohamed was sworn into office at a ceremony held in the presidential 
residence, Villa Somalia. 

On November 12, 2010, Mohamed named a new Cabinet. He noted that "the Somali people aM 
iSLl ommunity were waiting for a competent and credmle ^^^Z 
blpTto appoint this lean, capable cabinet." The ministerial positions were 
Sber'with only 1 8 administrative posts versus me previous governmen t s bloated 39 
nositions Only two Ministers from the previous Cabinet were reappointed Tr^e remaming 
Sal poS were largely assigned to technocrats new to the Somali political arena. 

War on Terror and Piracy 

Since taking office Prime Minister Mohamed has concentrated on building the «- 
1, md •Y.ohtinK a two-front war against terrorism and piracy. The Al bhaoao 

the pace of territorial gains is expected to accelerate. ^ 



Valerie Levin 



From: LaShaun Lesley 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:10 AM 

To: darlene.murray@mail.house.gov 

Subject: Purpose of Meeting 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 

Good morning Darlene, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of 
Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Per your request, the purpose of the meeting is to introduce Congressman Payne to the Prime Minister of 
Somali and to give him an update on the transitional government and current issues concerning the country 
(terrorism, piracy etc.). As I mentioned in our conversation this morning, I believe that a Special Envoy may 
come in place of Prime Minister Mohammed. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thanks for your help with this. 

Regards, 

LaShaun 

LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 

Monday, March 14, 2011 12:24 PM 

Murray, Darlene 

RE: Purpose of Meeting 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



I have to reiterate that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department 
of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the 
Republic of Somalia. 

Yes that is his name. 
Original Message 

From: Murray, Darlene [mailto : Darlene .MurravQmail . house . gov] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:13 PM 

To: LaShaun Lesley 

Subject: RE: Purpose of Meeting 

Ok, Is this the name of the Prime Minister Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed? 
Original Message 

From: LaShaun Lesley Tmailto : LLeslevQparkstrategies . com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:16 PM 

To: Murray, Darlene 

Subject: Re: Purpose of Meeting 

Yes it is, I do not know the special envoy's name. 
Original Message 

From: Murray, Darlene < Darlene .MurravOmail . house . gov > 

To: LaShaun Lesley 

Sent: Mon Mar 14 12:04:08 2011 

Subject: RE: Purpose of Meeting 

Hello LaShaun, 

Thanks for this information, is this the same request that came from the Former Congressman 
Fossella? Also can you give me the name of the Special Envoy? 



Darlene, 



Darlene 



202-225-3436 
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From: LaShaun Lesley rmailto : LLeslevQparkstrategies . com! 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 11:10 AM 
To: Murray, Darlene 
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Valerie Levin 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 

Monday, March 14, 2011 12:45 PM 
kate.middleton@mail.house.gov 
Meeting for Prime Minister of Somalia 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



Good afternoon Ms. Middleton, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Ms. Middleton, I would like to secure a brief 10 minute meeting for the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mohamed A. 
Mohamed. The purpose of the meeting is to introduce the PM to Congressman Burton and to update him on the 
transitional government and issues concerning the country such as terrorism and piracy. Two members of the Park 
Strategies team and the Prime Minister would like to meet with the Congressman between 12- 2pm and 4-6pm, 
today. 

Best Regards, 
LaShaun 



LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: LaShaun Lesley 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 12:45 PM 

To: Valerie Levin 

Subject: FW: Meeting with Prime Minister Mohamed of Somalia 



From: LaShaun Lesley 

Sent; Monday, March 14, 2011 12:39 PM 

To: 'Toby.watkins@mail.house.gov' 

Subject: Meeting with Prime Minister Mohamed of Somalia 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



Good morning Toby, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Toby, I would like to secure a brief 10 minute meeting for the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mohamed A. Mohamed. 
The purpose of the meeting would be to introduce the PM to Congresswoman Wilson and to update her on the 
transitional government and issues concerning the country such as terrorism and piracy. Two members of the Park 
Strategies team and the Prime Minister would like to meet with the Congresswoman between 12- 2pm and 4-6pm, 
today. 

Best Regards, 
LaShaun 



LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 

Monday, March 14, 2011 1:43 PM 

elaine.wilson@mail.house.gov 

Meeting with the Prime Minister of Somalia 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



Good afternoon Ms. Wilson, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Ms. Wilson, Hello my name is LaShaun Lesley and I spoke with Robert in your office regarding securing a brief 10 
minute meeting for the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mohamed A. Mohamed. The purpose of the meeting is to 
introduce the PM to Congressman Manzullo and to update the Congressman on the transitioning government and 
issues concerning the country such as terrorism and piracy. Two members of the Park Strategies team and the 
Prime Minister would like to meet with the Congressman anytime between 12- 2pm and 4-6pm, today. Any time 
that you have would be appreciated. 

Best Regards, 

LaShaun 



LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 

Monday, March 14, 2011 2:15 PM 

heather.estler@mail.house.gov 

Meeting with Prime Minister of Somalia Mohamed 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 



Good afternoon Heather, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Ms. Heather, I would like to secure a brief 10 minute meeting for the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mohamed A. 
Mohamed. The purpose of the meeting is to introduce the PM to Congressman Engel and/or legislative staffers, to 
give an update on the transitioning government and issues concerning the country such as terrorism and piracy. 
Two members of the Park Strategies team and the Prime Minister would like to meet with the Congressman 
between 12- 2pm and 4-6pm, today. Any availability that you have would be appreciated. 

Best Regards, 

LaShaun 



LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 
Monday, March 14, 2011 2:42 PM 
Caitlin.dorman@mail.house.gov 
Meeting for Deputy Chief of Missions Jacob Chang 



JfLTtheUnlted aaS f ° n " ehalf ° f the Taipei Ec ° n ° mic ^ Representative 

the Unrted States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington D C 



LaShaun Lesley 

Park Strategies, LLC 

101 Park Avenue, Suite 2506 

New York, NY 10178 

212 883-5608 
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Valerie Levin 



From: LaShaun Lesley 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:51 PM 

To: Estler, Heather 

Subject: RE: meeting w/ Congressman Engel 



This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 

Hello Heather, I have to inform you again that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department 
of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Heather does Congressman Engel or Jason have time to meet with the Special Envoy of Somalia tomorrow? 
Let me know. 

Thanks so much for your work on this. 
LaShaun 



From: Estler, Heather rmailto:Heather.Estler(amail.house.aovl 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 3:20 PM 
To: LaShaun Lesley 

Subject: meeting w/ Congressman Engel 

I'm very sorry, Jason does not have time to meet with Prime Minister Mohamed A. Mohamed. Perhaps another time, 
thank you! 

Heather Estler 
Office Manager & Scheduler 
Office of Congressman Eliot L. Engel (NY - 17) 
2161 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Ph: 202-225-2464 
Fx: 202-225-5513 



From: LaShaun Lesley rmailto:LLeslev(Q)parkstrateqies.coml 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 2:15 PM 
To: Estler, Heather 

Subject: Meeting with Prime Minister of Somalia Mohamed 

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Republic of Somalia. Additional information is 
available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 
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Good afternoon Heather, 

To begin I have to inform you that Park Strategies, LLC and I are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Republic of Somalia. 

Ms. Heather, I would like to secure a brief 10 minute meeting for the Prime Minister of Somalia, Mohamed A. 
Mohamed. The purpose of the meeting is to introduce the PM to Congressman Engel and/or legislative staffers, to 
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Valeri e Levin 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 



LaShaun Lesley 
Monday, March 14, 2011 5:27 PM 
Smith, Mackenzie 
RE: 



Mackenzie, 

KateJetiulZ?^ T *' P °? ^ 1 have t0 inform y° u a 9 ain that Park Strategies, LLC and I are 
7T^T^7slT JUStiC6 ' ""^ * e FOre ' 9n ^ ^istraticn 9 Art, as agents on' behalf 

Cot'XfZ^Mn^TT^ T F0m,er °> n ^™». Vto Fossella and John Zagame, Former 
^sJlX^^^^ ^ "™ * n " ne ° f Chief ° f Staff for "ongresswo.an 

Thanks so much, 

LaShaun 



From: Smith, Mackenzie rmailto:Mack Pn 7iP ^m.H^mail.hniKP nnvi 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 4:24 PM — 
To: LaShaun Lesley 
Subject: 

Our COS will be available to meet tomorrow morning at 10:00am. 

MacKenzie Smith 

Office of Congresswoman Bass 

(202) 225-7084 
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